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EDITORIALS 

Libraries unbound 
Wireless access only an imaginary problem 
Wireless Internet access is a huge 

convenience to go along with one of 

the last century's greatest inven 

tions (the Internet itself). Wise to the advan 

tages of wireless access — and the demand 

for it—schools, colleges, hotels, even whole 

towns are quickly adding wireless access to 

their services. It's a natural extension in 

public, libraries that often refer to them 

selves as "media centers." It helps reduce 

the back-log of patrons needing a desk-top, 

and it makes libraries more inviting. 

Flagler County's public library will have 

wireless access by the end of summer. Volu-

sia County's public libraries will pilot wire 

less projects in two or three libraries later 

this year, so that whatever kinks develop 

can be worked out before the service is ex 

tended to all county libraries. Flagler 

Beach's public library has offered wireless 

access to anyone with a wireless-enabled 

laptop for more than a year. It's a wonder 

that anyone could find that to be a problem, 

but someone has. 

A Flagler Beach resident asked her city 

commission to impose filters on the town li 

brary's wireless system, reasoning that if a 

library doesn't offer pornographic material 

off its stacks, nor should it do so through its 

Internet connection. Well, libraries don't of 

fer the complete text of the Congressional 

Record or access to the French national li 

brary's archive of digitized 18th century 

books, but a library computer can. That 

doesn't mean it shouldn't. That's precisely 

why Internet access has made every wired 

library a cousin of the greatest libraries in 

the country. Why should tapping into all 

that by wireless be an issue? 

Because, the Flagler Beach resident 

claims, patrons could be looking at porn on 

their laptops at the library. True. And so 

what if they are? A library patron is re 

quired to act within the bounds of normal, 

decent public behavior. A patron discreetly 

viewing material judged offensive by some, 

but seen by no one else, isn't doing anything 

more objectionable (and less private) than a 

patron drawing an erotic image with pencil 

in a sketchbook on a library table-top. It's 

only a problem, and a minor one at that, if 

anyone notices (why would anyone be so 

nosy?), if anyone complains, and if the li 

brary staff finds it necessary to intervene. 

The "offending" patron could be asked to be 

more discreet — or to leave if the patron 

isn't interested in cooperating. None of this 

requires such a draconian measure as a fil 

tering system on all computers. That would 

be offensive: A library is the last place for 

censorship, and adult library patrons can 

' take care of themselves. 

The Flagler County library board to its 

credit refuses to install filters even on desk 

top computers except in the children's sec 

tion. This, even though the federal govern 

ment reimburses libraries for some 

telecommunication expenses —as long as 

they filter their computers. When the feder 

al government made reimbursements con 

tingent on filters, Flagler opted out, losing 

$6,000 or $7,000 in the process — a small 

sum, compared with its $1 million budget 

and the freedom it gained (and granted its 

patrons) in exchange. The Flagler Beach li 

brary doesn't have to comply with the feder 

al edict because it relies on its own funds as 

well. Volusia County's library system does 

comply with federal edict, but it also turns 

off the filtering system immediately on re 

quest — no questions asked. 

Wireless Internet access will extend all 

these conveniences. The only problem it 

may create is in very few people's imagina 

tion, where the problem should stay. 


